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The Philosophy of Social Science Reader

The Philosophy of Social Science Reader is an outstanding, comprehensive and up-to-date collection of key
readings in the philosophy of social science, covering the essential issues, problems and debates in this
important interdisciplinary area ... Featuring the work of influential philosophers and social scientists such as
Ernest Nagel, Ian Hacking, John Searle, Clifford Geertz, Daniel Kahneman, Steven Lukes and Richard
Dawkins, The Philosophy of Social Science Reader is the ideal text for philosophy of social science courses,
and for students in related disciplines interested in the differences between the social and natural sciences. --
Product Description.

Understanding Institutions

A groundbreaking new synthesis and theory of social institutions Understanding Institutions proposes a new
unified theory of social institutions that combines the best insights of philosophers and social scientists who
have written on this topic. Francesco Guala presents a theory that combines the features of three influential
views of institutions: as equilibria of strategic games, as regulative rules, and as constitutive rules. Guala
explains key institutions like money, private property, and marriage, and develops a much-needed unification
of equilibrium- and rules-based approaches. Although he uses game theory concepts, the theory is presented
in a simple, clear style that is accessible to a wide audience of scholars working in different fields. Outlining
and discussing various implications of the unified theory, Guala addresses venerable issues such as
reflexivity, realism, Verstehen, and fallibilism in the social sciences. He also critically analyses the theory of
\"looping effects\" and \"interactive kinds\" defended by Ian Hacking, and asks whether it is possible to draw
a demarcation between social and natural science using the criteria of causal and ontological dependence.
Focusing on current debates about the definition of marriage, Guala shows how these abstract philosophical
issues have important practical and political consequences. Moving beyond specific cases to general models
and principles, Understanding Institutions offers new perspectives on what institutions are, how they work,
and what they can do for us.

Philosophy and the Precautionary Principle

This book presents and defends an interpretation of the precautionary principle from the perspective of
philosophy of science.

The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Social Science

The philosophy of the social sciences considers the underlying explanatory powers of the social (or human)
sciences, such as history, economics, anthropology, politics, and sociology. The type of questions covered
includes the methodological (the nature of observations, laws, theories, and explanations) to the ontological
— whether or not these sciences can explain human nature in a way consistent with common-sense beliefs.
This Handbook is a major, comprehensive look at the key ideas in the field, is guided by several principles.
The first is that the philosophy of social science should be closely connected to, and informed by,



developments in the sciences themselves. The second is that the volume should appeal to practicing social
scientists as well as philosophers, with the contributors being both drawn from both ranks, and speaking to
ongoing controversial issues in the field. Finally, the volume promotes connections across the social sciences,
with greater internal discussion and interaction across disciplinary boundaries.

Current Controversies in Values and Science

Current Controversies in Values and Science asks ten philosophers to debate five questions (two
philosophers per debate) that are driving contemporary work in this important area of philosophy of science.
The book is perfect for the advanced student, building up her knowledge of the foundations of the field while
also engaging its most cutting-edge questions. Introductions and annotated bibliographies for each debate,
preliminary descriptions of each chapter, study questions, and a supplemental guide to further controversies
involving values in science help provide clearer and richer snapshots of active controversies for all readers.

The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Science

Metaphysics in science / Richard Healey -- Models and theories / Margaret Morrison -- Natural kinds /
Muhammad Ali Khalidi -- Probability / Antony Eagle -- Representation in science / Mauricio Suarez --
Reduction / Andreas Huttemann and Alan C. Love -- Science and non-science / Sven Ove Hansson --
Scientific concepts / Hyundeuk Cheon and Edouard Machery -- Scientific explanation / Bradford Skow --
Scientific progress / Alexander Bird -- Scientific realism / Timothy D. Lyons -- Scientific theories / Hans
Halvorson -- Values in science / Heather Douglas -- Part III. New directions. After Kuhn / Philip Kitcher --
Astronomy and astrophysics / Sibylle Anderl -- Challenges to evolutionary theory / Denis Walsh --
Complexity theory / Michael Strevens -- Computer simulation / Johannes Lenhard -- Data / Aidan Lyon --
Emergence / Paul Humphreys -- Empiricism and after / Jim Bogen -- Mechanisms and mechanical
philosophy / Stuart Glennan -- Philosophy and cosmology / Claus Beisbart --

New Directions in the Philosophy of Social Science

An accessible introduction to the latest developments and debates in the philosophy of social science.

Theory and Credibility

Ashworth et al address this key challenge in the field with a new vision of how to connect empirical and
theoretical work, one rooted in the idea of \"all else equal.\" Theory, the authors argue, implicitly rests of the
idea of \"all-else-equal,\" and it's precisely this question that empirical work attempts to confirm. Thus theory
and empirics have an intrinsic connection, and in recognizing this scholars can bridge the gap between the
two. The first part of the book examines the \"all-else-equal\" connection and goes on to show how how
theoretical models yield empirical implications and how substantive identification is the lynch-pin of a
credible research design. The second part then follows the progressive back-and-forth between theory and
empirics in existing scholarship, breaking these interactions into five types: reinterpreting, elaboration,
distinguishing, disentangling, and modeling the research design. .

The Ant Trap

We live in a world of crowds and corporations, legislatures and languages, money and markets. These are all
social objects - they are made, at least in part, by people and communities. But what exactly are these things?
How are they made, and what is the role of people in making them? 'The Ant Trap' rewrites our
understanding of the nature of the social world and the foundations of the social sciences.
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The Research Companion

Have you ever wanted to know an effective and ethical way to: Design a study? Recruit participants? Report
findings? And improve the quality and output of your research? The Research Companion focuses on the
practical skills needed to complete research in the social or health sciences and development. It covers the
behind-the-scenes essentials you need to run an effective and ethical piece of research and offers clear,
honest advice to help avoid typical problems and improve standards and outcomes. It addresses each stage of
the research process from thinking of a research idea, through to managing, monitoring, completing and
reporting your project, and working effectively and safely with participants and colleagues. As well as
covering theoretical issues in research, the book is full of links to other resources and contains practical tips
and stories from researchers at all levels. This new edition is fully updated to reflect shifts in funding
structures, open access, and online developments and has a link to a blog and friendly online community for
readers to connect with diverse researchers all sharing experiences and offering practical advice. The
Research Companion brings hard-earned lessons from the real world to offer invaluable guidance to all
students of the social and health sciences, from those just beginning their first research project, to
experienced researchers and practitioners. It will be instrumental in raising readers’ competence levels and
making their research more accurate, ethical, and productive.

Varieties Of Social Explanation

Professor Little presents an introduction to the philosophy of social science with an emphasis on the central
forms of explanation in social science: rational-intentional, causal, functional, structural, materialist,
statistical and interpretive. The book is very strong on recent developments, particularly in its treatment of
rational choice theory, microfoundations for social explanation, the idea of supervenience, functionalism, and
current discussions of relativism.Of special interest is Professor Little's insight that, like the philosophy of
natural science, the philosophy of social science can profit from examining actual scientific examples.
Throughout the book, philosophical theory is integrated with recent empirical work on both agrarian and
industrial society drawn from political science, sociology, geography, anthropology, and economics.Clearly
written and well structured, this text provides the logical and conceptual tools necessary for dealing with the
debates at the cutting edge of contemporary philosophy of social science. It will prove indispensible for
philosophers, social scientists and their students.

Normativity and Naturalism in the Philosophy of the Social Sciences

Normativity and Naturalism in the Social Sciences engages with a central debate within the philosophy of
social science: whether social scientific explanation necessitates an appeal to norms, and if so, whether
appeals to normativity can be rendered \"scientific.\" This collection brings together contributions from a
diverse group of philosophers who explore a broad but thematically unified set of questions, many of which
stem from an ongoing debate between Stephen Turner and Joseph Rouse (both contributors to this volume)
on the role of naturalism in the philosophy of the social sciences. Informed by recent developments in both
philosophy and the social sciences, this volume will set the benchmark for contemporary discussions about
normativity and naturalism. This collection will be relevant to philosophers of social science, philosophers in
interested in the rule following and metaphysics of normativity, and theoretically oriented social scientists.

Explanation in the Special Sciences

Biology and history are often viewed as closely related disciplines, with biology informed by history,
especially in its task of charting our evolutionary past. Maximizing the opportunities for cross-fertilization in
these two fields requires an accurate reckoning of their commonalities and differences—precisely what this
volume sets out to achieve. Specially commissioned essays by a team of recognized international researchers
cover the full panoply of topics in these fields and include notable contributions on the correlativity of
evolutionary and historical explanations, applying to history the latest causal-mechanical approach in the
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philosophy of biology, and the question of generalized laws that might pertain across the two subjects. The
collection opens with a vital interrogation of general issues on explanation that apart from potentially fruitful
areas of interaction (could the etiology of the causal-mechanical perspective in biology account for the
historical trajectory of the Roman Empire?) this volume also seeks to chart relative certainties distinguishing
explanations in biology and history. It also assesses techniques such as the use of probabilities in biological
reconstruction, deployed to overcome the inevitable gaps in physical evidence on early evolution.
Methodologies such as causal graphs and semantic explanation receive in-depth analysis. Contributions from
a host of prominent and widely read philosophers ensure that this new volume has the stature of a major
addition to the literature. \u200b

The Idea of Social Science and Proper Phenomenology

This monograph examines an academic discipline in crisis. The author claims that this field concerned with
society and relationships is in trouble. No one can seem to agree on what it does or how to go about doing it.
His insightful argument revives the thought of key phenomenologists often no longer considered in social
science. Looking predominantly at debates within religious studies, this book uncovers certain misguided
presuppositions which have strongly influenced scholars in the field. This reflects itself in a Weberian Ideal
regarding the institutional place of science in the universities and a failure to properly consider the epistemic
status of knowledge produced for its own sake. But even recognizing these issues will not get to the core of
the crisis. It will not help scholars better understand what it is to be human. To address this, the author digs
deeper. He draws on the philosophical phenomenology of Husserl’s Phenomenological Movement to critique
our very idea of social science. In the process, he presents a radical approach to the question of humanity.
This volume concludes that, properly understood, social science is a hobby. It deserves no special place in the
university. Indeed, if it is to be pursued properly, it requires a fundamentally revised understanding of
humanity. The author argues this not of the sake of controversy. Rather, his intention is to affect the
necessary shift in our understanding that will enable future constructive solutions.

Continental Philosophy of Social Science

Continental Philosophy of Social Science demonstrates the unique and autonomous nature of the continental
approach to social science and contrasts it with the Anglo-American tradition. Yvonne Sherratt argues for the
importance of an historical understanding of the Continental tradition in order to appreciate its individual,
humanist character. Examining the key traditions of hermeneutic, genealogy, and critical theory, and the texts
of major thinkers such as Gadamer, Ricoeur, Derrida, Nietzsche, Foucault, the Early Frankfurt School and
Habermas, she also contextualizes contemporary developments within strands of thought stemming back to
Ancient Greece and Rome. Sherratt shows how these modes of thinking developed through medieval
Christian thought into the Enlightenment and Romantic eras, before becoming mainstays of twentieth-
century disciplines. Continental Philosophy of Social Science will serve as the essential textbook for courses
in philosophy or social sciences.

Philosophy of Social Science

Philosophy of Social Science provides a tightly argued yet accessible introduction to the philosophical
foundations of the human sciences, including economics, anthropology, sociology, political science,
psychology, history, and the disciplines emerging at the intersections of these subjects with biology.
Philosophy is unavoidable for social scientists because the choices they make in answering questions in their
disciplines force them to take sides on philosophical matters. Conversely, the philosophy of social science is
equally necessary for philosophers since the social and behavior sciences must inform their understanding of
human action, norms, and social institutions. The fifth edition retains from previous editions an illuminating
interpretation of the enduring relations between the social sciences and philosophy, and reflects on
developments in social research over the past two decades that have informed and renewed debate in the
philosophy of social science. An expanded discussion of philosophical anthropology and modern and
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postmodern critical theory is new for this edition.

Mechanism and Causality in Biology and Economics

This volume addresses fundamental issues in the philosophy of science in the context of two most intriguing
fields: biology and economics. Written by authorities and experts in the philosophy of biology and
economics, Mechanism and Causality in Biology and Economics provides a structured study of the concepts
of mechanism and causality in these disciplines and draws careful juxtapositions between philosophical
apparatus and scientific practice. By exploring the issues that are most salient to the contemporary
philosophies of biology and economics and by presenting comparative analyses, the book serves as a
platform not only for gaining mutual understanding between scientists and philosophers of the life sciences
and those of the social sciences, but also for sharing interdisciplinary research that combines both
philosophical concepts in both fields. The book begins by defining the concepts of mechanism and causality
in biology and economics, respectively. The second and third parts investigate philosophical perspectives of
various causal and mechanistic issues in scientific practice in the two fields. These two sections include
chapters on causal issues in the theory of evolution; experiments and scientific discovery; representation of
causal relations and mechanism by models in economics. The concluding section presents interdisciplinary
studies of various topics concerning extrapolation of life sciences and social sciences, including chapters on
the philosophical investigation of conjoining biological and economic analyses with, respectively,
demography, medicine and sociology.

A Philosophy of Social Sciences

Section headings: Philosophy -- Wandering Sages; Anthropology; Social Philosophy; Education; History;
Philosophy of Social Psychology; Philosophy of Religion; Philosophy of Law; Philosophy of Economics;
Philosophy of Science.

Readings in the Philosophy of Social Science

the first comprehensive anthology in the philosophy of social science to appear since the late 1960s

The Philosophy of Social Science

An introduction to the philosophy of social science from a well-known author.

The Philosophy of Social Science

New Perspectives of the Philosophy of Social Science provides a comprehensive history, explanation and
critique of empiricism and positivism within the natural and social sciences, as well as an overview of the
interpretivist/hermeneutic tradition in social science. Questions concerning the criteria for judging truth and
validity, the nature of rationality, social reality and scientificity, unfold in a uniquely accessible dialogue
format. Students with no previous knowledge of this highly contested field will find themsleves taken on an
entertaining and challenging philosophical journey. The dialogue anticipates the most frequently asked
questions of such readers, provides clear explanations of all specialised terminology and contextualises
contemporary debates. It thus transforms potential confusion into a clear understanding of complex issues.
The text shows how the perspectives of earlier traditions persist in modified form, covering
poststructuralism, postmodernism, critical theory, feminist epistemology and concludes with a critical realist
account of both natural and social science. New Perspectives of the Philosophy of Social Science is essential
reading for students of social theory and the philosophy of social science. Students across the full range of
social science disciplines will find the book of interest. Sociology students will find it a particularly valuable
resource.
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Proceedings and Addresses of the American Philosophical Association

List of members in v. 1-

Social Science Methodology

John Gerring's exceptional textbook has been thoroughly revised in this second edition. It offers a one-
volume introduction to social science methodology relevant to the disciplines of anthropology, economics,
history, political science, psychology and sociology. This new edition has been extensively developed with
the introduction of new material and a thorough treatment of essential elements such as conceptualization,
measurement, causality and research design. It is written for students, long-time practitioners and
methodologists and covers both qualitative and quantitative methods. It synthesizes the vast and diverse field
of methodology in a way that is clear, concise and comprehensive. While offering a handy overview of the
subject, the book is also an argument about how we should conceptualize methodological problems.
Thinking about methodology through this lens provides a new framework for understanding work in the
social sciences.

Philosophy of Social Science

The Philosophy of Social Science: A Contemporary Introduction examines the perennial questions of
philosophy by engaging with the empirical study of society. The book offers a comprehensive overview of
debates in the field, with special attention to questions arising from new research programs in the social
sciences. The text uses detailed examples of social scientific research to motivate and illustrate the
philosophical discussion. Topics include the relationship of social policy to social science, interpretive
research, action explanation, game theory, social scientific accounts of norms, joint intentionality,
reductionism, causal modeling, case study research, and experimentation.

Microfoundations, Method, and Causation

In Microfoundations, Method, and Causation, Daniel Little combines a purely philosophical perspective on
social science, with the theoretical and empirical practice of working scientists. Part 1 focuses on the theory
of popular politics constructed within the context of analytical Marxism. In part 2, Little asks if rational
choice theory provides an adequate basis for explaining patterns of social, political, and economic behavior
in traditional China. The essays in part 3 reveal the philosophy of social science as understood by
philosophers. Here, Little probes issues of objectivity, empiricism, and generalizations, and makes the case
that social generalizations are not akin to laws of nature.

Across the Boundaries

Steel argues that previous accounts of extrapolation are inadequate and proposes a better approach that is able
to answer methodological critiques of extrapolation from animal models to humans. His work develops the
thought that knowledge of mechanisms linking cause to effect can serve as a basis for extrapolation.

Truth and Social Science

The noble aim of sociologists to \"tell the truth\" has sometimes involved ignoble assumptions about human
beings. In this major discussion of truth in the social science, Ross Abbinnett traces the debate on truth from
the \"objectifying powers\" of Kant through more than 200 years of critique and reformulation to the
unraveling of truth by Lyotard, Foucault, and Derrida. Truth and Social Science gives students an exciting
and accessible guide to the main sociological treatments of truth and can also be read as an account of the
collapse of modernity and the rise of new forms of thought, which treat difference and ambivalence as
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positive values. The book will be of interest to students of sociology, social theory, and philosophy.

The New Mechanical Philosophy

This volume argues for a new image of science that understands both natural and social phenomena to be the
product of mechanisms, casting the work of science as an effort to understand those mechanisms. Glennan
offers an account of the nature of mechanisms and of the models used to represent them in physical, life, and
social sciences.

Realism, Philosophy and Social Science

The authors examine the nature of the relationship between social science and philosophy and address the
sort of work social science should do, and the role and sorts of claims that an accompanying philosophy
should engage in. In particular, the authors reintroduce the question of ontology, an area long overlooked by
philosophers of social science, and present a cricital engagement with the work of Roy Bhaskar. The book
argues against the excesses of philosophising and commits itself to a philosophical approach more deeply
grounded in the social sciences.

Future Worlds of Social Science

What are the possible future worlds of social science? How do these prospects compare with recent
conclusions that social science “is generally a non-factor in policy debates and irrelevant to the lives of a host
of real-world people,” as a well-known sociologist reported in the centennial volume of the American
Sociological Association? This substantial study covers history, art and aesthetics, identity and the self, in
seeking an answer to the question of ‘Future Worlds’.

Finding Philosophy in Social Science

Written by an eminent and original thinker in the philosophy of science, this book takes a fresh, unorthodox
look at the key philosophical concepts and assumptions of the social sciences. Mario Bunge contends that
social scientists (anthropologists, sociologists, political scientists, economists, and historians) ought not to
leave philosophy to philosophers, who have little expertise in or knowledge of the social sciences. Bunge
urges social scientists to engage in serious philosophizing and philosophers to participate in social research.
The two fields are interrelated, he says, and important advances in each can supply tools for solving problems
in the other.

The Philosophy of the Social Sciences

This is a systematic philosophical and conceptual study of the notion of a social practice. Raimo Tuomela
explains social practices in terms of the interlocking mental states of the agents; he shows how social
practices (for example customs and traditions) are 'building blocks of society'; and he offers a clear and
powerful account of the way in which social institutions are constructed from these building blocks as
established, interconnected sets of social practices with a special new social status. His analysis is based on
the novel concept of shared 'we-attitudes', which represent a weak form of collective intentionality, and he
makes instructive connections to major topics and figures in philosophy and the social sciences. His book
will be of interest to a wide range of readers in philosophy of mind, philosophy of social science, psychology
and sociology, and artificial intelligence.

The Philosophy of Social Practices

This book examines very important issues in research evaluation in the Social Sciences and Humanities. It is
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based on recent experiences carried out in Italy (2011-2015) in the fields of research assessment, peer review,
journal classification, and construction of indicators, and presents a systematic review of theoretical issues
influencing the evaluation of Social Sciences and Humanities. Several chapters analyse original data made
available through research assessment exercises. Other chapters are the result of dedicated and independent
research carried out in 2014-2015 aimed at addressing some of the debated and open issues, for example in
the evaluation of books, the use of Library Catalog Analysis or Google Scholar, the definition of research
quality criteria on internationalization, as well as opening the way to innovative indicators. The book is
therefore a timely and important contribution to the international debate.

The Evaluation of Research in Social Sciences and Humanities

The death of Peter Winch in 1997 sparked a revived interest in his work with this book arguing his work
suffered misrepresentation in both recent literature and in contemporary critiques of his writing. Debates in
philosophy and sociology about foundational questions of social ontology and methodology often claim to
have adequately incorporated and moved beyond Winch's concerns. Re-establishing a Winchian voice, the
authors examine how such contentions involve a failure to understand central themes in Winch's writings and
that the issues which occupied him in his Idea of a Social Science and its Relation to Philosophy and later
papers remain central to social studies. The volume offers a careful reading of the text in alliance with
Wittgensteinian insights and alongside a focus on the nature and results of social thought and inquiry. It
draws parallels with other movements in the social studies, notably ethnomethodology, to demonstrate how
Winch's central claim is both more significant and more difficult to transcend than sociologists and
philosophers have hitherto imagined.

There is No Such Thing as a Social Science

- what is the relationship between the social sciences and the natural sciences? - where do today?s dominant
approaches to doing social science come from? - what are the main fissures and debates in contemporary
social scientific thought? - how are we to make sense of seemingly contrasting approaches to how social
scientists find out about the world and justify their claims to have knowledge of it? In this exciting handbook,
Ian Jarvie and Jesús Zamora-Bonilla have put together a wide-ranging and authoritative overview of the main
philosophical currents and traditions at work in the social sciences today. Starting with the history of social
scientific thought, this handbook sets out to explore that core fundamentals of social science practice, from
issues of ontology and epistemology to issues of practical method. Along the way it investigates such notions
as paradigm, empiricism, postmodernism, naturalism, language, agency, power, culture, and causality.
Bringing together in one volume leading authorities in the field from around the world, this book will be a
must-have for any serious scholar or student of the social sciences.

The SAGE Handbook of the Philosophy of Social Sciences

Neuroscientists investigate the mechanisms of spatial memory. Molecular biologists study the mechanisms of
protein synthesis and the myriad mechanisms of gene regulation. Ecologists study nutrient cycling
mechanisms and their devastating imbalances in estuaries such as the Chesapeake Bay. In fact, much of
biology and its history involves biologists constructing, evaluating, and revising their understanding of
mechanisms. With In Search of Mechanisms, Carl F. Craver and Lindley Darden offer both a descriptive and
an instructional account of how biologists discover mechanisms. Drawing on examples from across the life
sciences and through the centuries, Craver and Darden compile an impressive toolbox of strategies that
biologists have used and will use again to reveal the mechanisms that produce, underlie, or maintain the
phenomena characteristic of living things. They discuss the questions that figure in the search for
mechanisms, characterizing the experimental, observational, and conceptual considerations used to answer
them, all the while providing examples from the history of biology to highlight the kinds of evidence and
reasoning strategies employed to assess mechanisms. At a deeper level, Craver and Darden pose a systematic
view of what biology is, of how biology makes progress, of how biological discoveries are and might be
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made, and of why knowledge of biological mechanisms is important for the future of the human species.

In Search of Mechanisms

This volume defends a novel approach to the philosophy of physics: it is the first book devoted to a
comparative study of probability, causality, and propensity, and their various interrelations, within the
context of contemporary physics -- particularly quantum and statistical physics. The philosophical debates
and distinctions are firmly grounded upon examples from actual physics, thus exemplifying a robustly
empiricist approach. The essays, by both prominent scholars in the field and promising young researchers,
constitute a pioneer effort in bringing out the connections between probabilistic, causal and dispositional
aspects of the quantum domain. The book will appeal to specialists in philosophy and foundations of physics,
philosophy of science in general, metaphysics, ontology of physics theories, and philosophy of probability.

Present Status of Social Science

This is a much-needed new introduction to a field that has been transformed in recent years by exciting new
subjects, ideas, and methods. It is designed both for students with central interests in philosophy and those
planning to concentrate on the social sciences, and it presupposes no particular background in either domain.
From the wide range of topics at the forefront of debate in philosophy of social science, the editors have
chosen those which are representative of the most important and interesting contemporary work. A team of
distinguished experts explore key aspects of the field such as social ontology (what are the things that social
science studies?), objectivity, formal methods, measurement, and causal inference. Also included are
chapters focused on notable subjects of social science research, such as well-being and climate change.
Philosophy of Social Science provides a clear, accessible, and up-to-date guide to this fascinating field.

Probabilities, Causes and Propensities in Physics
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